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- populat:.ons is not feasible because the chief factor in the '
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~census data by school district can be useful in improving formulas
- for distribution of federal and State educational funds; ‘providing a
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- years following World ‘Var II and reached an all-time low in 19T == 17.2 births per B
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As we heard in the i‘ilm in 1970 we were a l‘ation of 201& million neople. Tcday,
tliree years later, we number 210 nillion. By 1975 we will number 217 million and by
2000 around 300 million. - : .

= -

But projecting the mture~ pepu..at ion is a hazardous business because the chief )
factor in the corputations, the birth rate, cannot be - predicted with certainty.
Peath- rates are unlikely to change signi ficantly in the pext gene*'ation. Imigration,
vhich is subject ~to- direct control by 1egislation, 1s also unlikely to change 1n the»v
imediate mture. IR - - B

7 'ﬂle variable 1is the oirth rate, 'but it has been declinwng si Se the baby-boom

thousznd population. There have been ‘a number of recent developments which mdicate
tlxat tl:e b:&th rate my continue at its low level or even declme further. '

The average age at first marriage for women has gone up in recent years. . "Mere -
has also been some increzse in the length of time ‘between marriage and the birth of the
first child. Buf most zindicative of the future number of births are the ckarginz @

] attituues towards family size. The Cen.:t.o Pureau tock a survey in 1067 and another in
- 1972 in’ “which they asked wives- how™ many” children- they expected to have when their - o
families were completed. The 1967 survey found that the- -average for wives 18 to 39 .
- years.old was 3 1 children. ‘Five years- later, wives of the same ages expected to ;
have, on-the average, only 2.7 children. ' And younger wives, those 18 to 2k years, = . ®
vanted fewer children.—, The -average:- number :Lhey expected to have dropped from 2.9 to
-2,k during the five years. - The proportion &xpecting a _one-child, pos51b1y a two-
'“child family, but no larger, mcreased i'rom g to 70 percent. o : ‘f'

And then there s that new- group we've been hearing about that urges couples to -
have no- children, saying "None is fun " S 5 S-leEL , -

'l‘he 1970 census. statistic., underscore this growing trend toward'= smaller families.
= There were 14 percent fewer children under 5 years of age than in 1960, and 16 percent
% fewer under one year of age, this even thougb there were more women of child-bearing ages.

E - 'me current drop in elementary school enrollment is, of course, the direct result

l!?'of the declining birth rate during the- l960's.4 Elementary school enrollment is ex=
‘pected “to decline even further until around 1980 when it is then likely to begin in— .

° creasing and climb above “the- current 35 million ievel. T IR
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However, changes in the number of b1rths dur.ng those years can make substan-
tial differences in the nuabers of ch11dren who wxll be in the classrooms of latcr
years. :‘—'— STl B - -

. “The h1gh school age ch1ldren of 1980 and 1985 are already here and proJect1ons
~ for-those years are relatively simple. The nearly 15 million high school students
" are. likely to increase to 16 million by 1975, but the numbers drop off by 1980. .~
Some recovery by 1985 is not ruled out and. by 1990 it seems 11ke1y that h1gh school
enrollments w111 agam be- above current numbers. e . .

W1th our comm1tment to un1ver"al educatxon througn h1gh schéol, and mcludmg
children of what were formerly considered to be preschool ages, the impact of
changes in the number oﬁ chlldren of school age on the educa‘-mnal sy stem is an = |
mmedxa"e one._ p S - : o
But these are all ‘national flgures, and 1 know you need mformatlon on changes
in the numbers of school children in ‘your state, your county, city, and school
system. : And you need more mformatlon about them than mere numbers. )

-

The Bureau of the Census can help.«_'l‘he vast store of data from the 1970 R
CensuSes oflPopulatlom and- Housmg can- give you much mformat:.on about the ch1ldren,
their- families, > -their housing. - And* the -Bureau can-give you the information in -

several -forms: in printed published -reports, on- computer tape, and in special ) ‘

tabulations w1th social and economic. characteristics cross classified to your spec-
ifications. " As- required by law, all data on ‘tapes; special tabulations, and ia

pubhshed reports that uould make 1t -’posslble toA 1dent1fy an 1nd1v1dual or famlly T S
- s suppressed. N : = = s o T DT
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i 1 Improved formulas can be developed for d1str1but1on of l‘edoral and State .
*- ‘educational funds. In particular, Title I provides over one million a
" year in financial assistance to local educational agencies for the edu- - -

cation of children in low-iricome families. - Allocations’ ‘are rmade-to school- ’

districts on -the basis of -the-number of. ch11dren S to 17 years old from - i
- families with incomes below $2,000 or under the Program of Aid to Families - °
.- with Dependent. Ch11dren.f>}{eretofore, income-data has been obtained by — - 5
‘ county, ‘and- the States have distributed funds within counties on the basis
of mperfect data, espec1ally “among -those several ‘hundred districts that.
~cross-county lines.  With data: aggregated by school dlstnct, mequ1t1es

of allocat1on may now- be reduced. R - L | P

2. School d1str1ct data prov1des an outstandmg base for local school super-
fiijij- intendents to use in several ways° = =

a.t ProJectlon of kmdergarten and f1rst grade enrollment . -
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j - 7'7 ":e.gv:Vocatlonal educatxonal plannmg - - 7 7 -
V o f \'al1dat1on and standardlzatlon of the school d1str~ct'»s own - -
R local census - <. e ,;, C RS
A - . g. Communlty mvolve-nent plannmg

R

] 3. State educatlonal agency policy plannlng would be supported in such o
’ 57‘?1;'""7;“ areas aS- e jj T - Ll T e T

Equahzat1on of educat1ona1 fmances jf

b Supporl: of nonpubllc schools f{_’, o ’ o

H:gher educatlon plannlng'

: 4, Heasures of the ab1hty to flnance educatmn can be related to ex-,
S pendlture patterns from other data sources. -

- 5

Bas1c data would be prov;1ded for manyrjpurposeS° o - B

-

a.f COmmun:lty prof11es of such character1st1cs as race, sex, age, ,7,, :

- . family composition, educaj;;onal atta:.nment, occupation, _income,
employment, value of housmg, persons per housmg un1t or- per
room. - S - - - - - . _

- b. G'eneral cha1acterlst1cs of pubhc school students mcludmg' lan-

guage spoken at home and age/grade mix. for race and income,
o el Pam11y charactenstlcs of publ1c school students mc‘ludmg number .
T of s1blmgs, m1ss1ng fathers, workmg mothers. -

- = 7 d. Mob111ty of publ1c school students by blrthplacc, residence f1ve
EI T years ago and change of address m precedmg year. g

Charactenstlcs of teachers and former teachers res1d1ng in the -

: communlty. - ', 7 : S

) , f. HDropout character1st1cs rangmg from parental character1st1cs to

,j s race, Sex, - ‘ethnic and marital status. Attentlon can be pa1d to

S - aspects of- employment, occupat1on and mcome , B,
g. - Comparlson of the 4- to 6-year-old populat1on in school with those

o not dn school , :
B h Companson of paroch1al, pr1vate, and pllbllc school students w1th

- e respect ‘to race- and soc1o-econom1c characterist1cs.

: f. Employment, occupat1onal and mcome characteristics of those who

T, haVe -ever. taken vocatlonal courses.g - : S
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* J. Character1st1cs of students in 1nst1tut10ns of hlgher educatlon. o

Yes, the 1970 census prov1des the most comprehen31ve data base of soc1a1 and ;

economic information for school administrators, whether the dat.: are obtained in,

these special compilations for schoo.Ld1str1cts, or in any of the other forms
- we! 've talked. about. N :
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In closmg, I would hke to call your attentmn to Dubhcatmns from the _
Census Bureau's Governments Division. In them you will find much information about

revenue *and expendltures - Pederal,‘ State, and local, thct may be of mterest. ,
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